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TestAccommodation Object

1. Overview

The original goal of the Special Programs Work Group was to provide an efficient, functional standard that allows for the publishing of testing accommodations in response to a request from a state or test vendor.  In order to accomplish this goal, it is proposed that a new, request-only / reporting object be created that conveys all of a student’s most current prescribed testing accommodations for a particular high-stakes test.  A particular test implies a specific test name, subject area, grade level, and type (standard versus alternate).  The Special Programs Work Group anticipates that instructional management systems will eventually require accommodation information, but no specific requirements have been provided at this time – this type of application still relies on the instructor to be aware of needed accommodations and to take responsibility for providing them manually.  In addition, recent comments from state representatives indicate that there is interest in developing a SIF object for test vendors to use in reporting accommodations actually used back to the state.  In response to these comments, some additional elements have been added to the object.  However, the group understands that this object may need further changes in order to be used in this way.  At such time as the group is able to obtain the details needed for supporting business and use cases, the group will revise this object or develop a new one. 

However, while working with the Assessment Work Group to define the flow of information needed to support a teacher in administering a course-related test, it became apparent that there is an additional potential use for this object.  If the teacher were using an AssessmentAdministration application and could request the current accommodations recommended for a particular student in a particular subject area, all relevant instances of the TestAccommodation object could be returned, and the teacher could then select and attach the desired instance to the AssessmentRegistration object. 

2. Business Cases
This object provides information regarding the testing accommodations required for a student based on information documented in the student’s program plan(s).  It is to be used for reporting of test accommodation data to an authorized requestor, such as a state department of education or a designated high stakes test vendor or an LEA teacher, and is designed to be used in a response capacity only.  No events will be generated if any of the information in the originating system changes.  
Accommodation requirements are identified for a student by LEA staff under the following circumstances:
· When a special program plan (e.g., Individual Education Plan, Section 504 Plan, ELL/LEP Plan) is created and approved for that student.  Accommodations may be specified as not needed, needed for a particular test, or needed for all tests and instruction – the exact phrasing varies by state and often by district 

OR

· When a student’s special program plan is modified

Typically the accommodations are spelled out for a particular high-stakes test, with the necessary identifying information such as test name, subject area, grade level, and type (standard or alternate), and the recommendation is in effect for the life of the special program plan unless modified.

2.1 High-stakes Test Sequence of Actions 

The general circumstances are as follows:

Students are scheduled to participate in a particular high-stakes assessment program, such as a state-sponsored standardized test.  The state requests information about all students who require specialized test materials (such as Braille or large-print versions), who need special administrative conditions, or who will be tested using an alternate test mechanism (e.g. those children who are not able to take the standardized test and who are consequently assessed based on methods tailored to their level and ability).  A test vendor requests information about students who require specialized test materials so that the correct number of sets can be prepared. 
The detailed flow is as follows: 
1. Periodically, the state requests a pre-test file from an LEA for a particular test administration
2. The LEA is able to control the timing of the response.  When it is ready, it provides a pre-test file that identifies all students who are to take the test as well as additional information about those students (such as enrollment) that is the most current available
3. The state or the state’s high-stakes test vendor will request testing accommodations information about those students identified in the pre-test file.  If the state is the requestor, it may make this request at the same time that it requests the pre-test file or at a subsequent time.  If the test vendor is the requestor, it makes the request after receiving the pre-test file from the state.  In either case, the requestor supplies the universe of students for whom accommodation information is to be provided

4. The LEA must identify those students in the request file who require accommodations, and it must supply the specific accommodations for each.  An accommodation is defined as being special test materials (such as Braille), allowed exceptions to typical test administration procedures (the student may use a calculator or take the test in a small group), or an alternate test that is not to grade standards.  Information provided is the most current information available and includes student id, the test being taken, and for each program that has specified one or more accommodation(s) for the student, identification of the program that specified the accommodation(s), primary disability if special education, grade, home school, and all accommodation(s).  If a student has no accommodations specified, no TestAccommodation object instance will be returned for that student.  All information for a given student and test is provided in a single record.  Although RefIds are included, the translated values are also included so that the information provided is complete.  Again, the LEA is able to control the timing of this response.  Depending upon state requirements, this information may be provided with the pre-test file or separately (usually later) from it.  
5. Notes:

· Some accommodations do not require special test materials (e.g. the student is allowed to use a calculator during the test or must take the test in a small group); but other accommodations do (e.g. Braille / large-print).  
· A state may need to know all of the accommodations required, and may need access to counts of those involving special test materials.  A test vendor's interest in accommodations is limited to those that involve special test materials  
· The test vendor may obtain the information about which students require which special test materials in one of two ways:

· The state receives the file of students requiring accommodations and publishes it to the test vendor.  The test vendor selects out only those students with accommodations that impact test materials

· The state publishes to the test vendor the file of all students taking the test.  The test vendor then requests directly from the LEA all students with accommodations, and is able to select out those students with accommodations that impact test materials.  The LEA is able to control the timing of the response. 
2.2 Teacher-Administered Course-Related Test Sequence of Actions 

The general circumstances are as follows:

A classroom teacher determines that it is time to administer a test to one or more of the students in the class.  Prior to assigning a student to take the test, the teacher checks to see whether that student has any recommended accommodations.  If recommended accommodations are identified, the teacher attaches information about them to the student’s test assignment.

The detailed flow is as follows:

1. As the teacher is working through the process of assigning a particular student to take a test, the teacher requests access to information about test accommodations specified for that student

2. The teacher may identify just the subject area, in which case more than one instance of the TestAccommodation object may be returned; or the teacher may identify a specific high-stakes test whose accommodations would be appropriate for the planned course-related test

3. The Test Administration application submits the request

4.  The designated default TestAccommodation provider responds by providing zero, one or many instances of the TestAccommodation object as appropriate that are currently in effect for the student for the criteria specified

5. If one or more instances of the TestAccommodation object are returned, the teacher may select none or one

6. If the teacher selects one, the teacher may then designate that instance as the set of accommodations recommended for the test.  Note that the set of accommodations chosen may affect the actual test form that the teacher then assigns to the student as the teacher registers the student for the test
3. Use Cases

2.1 Request / Respond Test Accommodations for Set of Students Assigned to Specific High-Stakes Test Administration

2.1.1 Preconditions

1) The requesting agent is registered and authorized to request the TestAccommodation object.

2) The responding agent is registered and designated as the provider or authorized to send responses for TestAccommodation objects.

3) If accommodation information is requested separately from the pre-test file, the requestor has already received a pre-test file of the universe of students to take the specific test, and requests information about accommodations for that set of students

2.1.2 Summary

A state agency or test vendor requests information from an LEA about the required accommodations for the set of students assigned for a particular test administration.  The requested application (default provider or designated agent) responds with accommodation information for each student in the set.  If a student has one or more accommodations, the object will contain the details of all accommodations specified by all of the program(s) in which the student participates. No instances of the object will be returned if the student has no applicable set of accommodations.

2.1.3 Post Conditions

1) Test vendor prepares the appropriate test materials, optionally pre-slugging the student information

2) It is understood that the list of students requiring accommodations may change prior to or during the dates of the actual test administration, and the test vendor may be requested to provide additional sets of materials

2.2 Request / Respond Test Accommodations for a Specific Student for a Course-Related Test Administration

2.2.1 Preconditions

1) The teacher is authorized to assign a student to a test and has requested test accommodation information for the particular student

2) The teacher has specified either a subject area or the details necessary to identify a particular high-stakes test

3) The requesting agent is registered and authorized to request the TestAccommodation object.

4) The responding agent is registered and designated as the provider or authorized to send responses for TestAccommodation objects.

2.2.2 Summary

The test administration application requests all current instances of the TestAccommodation object for the selected student that match the criteria entered by the teacher.  The requested application (default provider or designated agent) responds with the applicable accommodation information for the student.  It may return more than one instance of the TestAccommodation object.  If a student has one or more accommodations in an instance, the object will contain the details of all accommodations specified by all of the program(s) in which the student participates. No instance of the object will be returned if the student has no applicable set of accommodations.
2.2.3 Post Conditions

1) If no instances of the TestAccommodation object are returned, the teacher completes the test assignment process with no further reference to accommodations

2) If one or more instances of the TestAccommodation object is returned, the teacher may select one or none of them to associate with the test as the test assignment process is completed

4. Time Line

It is anticipated that the object will be ready for release 2.0 and that its development and approval will proceed according to the published timelines for that release.  

5. Object Dependencies and Relation Map
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6. Changes to Other Objects

No changes to other objects will be necessary

7. Infrastructure Changes

No changes to infrastructure will be necessary.

8. Object description
8.1 Object Definition
This object provides information about test accommodation(s) required for a particular student who is registered to take a particular state test or who is about to be assigned by a teacher to take a course-related test, is participating in one or more special program(s) and for whom this set of test accommodations is prescribed in one or more specific special program plan(s).  At the time that a new special program plan is developed for the student, any needed test / instructional accommodations must be specified as a part of that plan.  During the life of a plan, a test accommodation may be added or removed.  Note that although a test accommodation may not be permitted for a state assessment program because it nullifies the results, it may be used for daily instruction.  However, in order to use a test accommodation for a state assessment program, the test accommodation must be specified in the program plan and should be part of daily instruction.  SIF_Events are not reported on this object.  The request for this object must supply the information necessary to identify the specific student and either a specific high-stakes test or a subject area.
Specific object contents and the proposed standard code values and their sources are documented in Appendix A to this document (see most current version of the Excel spreadsheet entitled “SPWG TestAccommodation Object Plan Appendix A”, worksheets “Accommodation” and “AccommodationCodes” respectively).

8.2 XML Schema

TBD – Mark Reichert
8.3 XML Example

TBD – Mark Reichert
9. Test Cases

9.1 Request / Respond TestAccommodation for Set of Students Assigned to Specific Test Administration
	Test Case #1 for Use Case # 1 Test Accommodation Request / Respond
	Test Case Title: Request / Respond TestAccommodation for Set of Students Assigned to Specific Test Administration

Request to District ZIS, Response from District ZIS

Test Case History: 9/04 drafted by TE

9/05 – revised; 3/31/06 - revised

	Test Case Type (Mandatory or Optional)
	Optional

	SIF Versions and References
	SIF Implementation Specification 2.0

	Summary
	A state-level / test vendor data collection system needs to collect student test accommodation information from school districts for individual students for a particular test to be administered on a particular date.  The state / test vendor system agent sends a request for TestAccommodation to each LEA for all students assigned to a specific test administration, and the designated  LEA agent(s) respond with the TestAccommodation objects that match the query conditions specified. 

	Actors
	Primary (requestor): State / Test Vendor Data Collection System Agent

Secondary (responder): Local LEA Agent

	Preconditions
	1. The state / test vendor agent and the school district agents are registered in the state zone.  

2. The state / test vendor agent is authorized to request TestAcommodation data, and the school district agents are authorized to respond to these requests 
3.
The state / test vendor  agent is either requesting the accommodations as part of a pre-test file request or requesting them subsequent to receipt of the pre-test file, using the pre-test file to define the universe of students

	Outcomes
	The state / test vendor system agent receives the TestAccommodation information and processes and stores the data as needed.

	Action Steps
	1. This test case begins when a state-level / test vendor data collection system needs to obtain TestAccommodation information for individual students.

2. The state / test vendor system agent sends a SIF_Request with an object name of “TestAccommodation ” and the appropriate query conditions (with one or more of StudentPersonalRefId, SchoolInfoRefId, and AssessmentRegistrationRefId to each district (see ZIS use cases).  In each request message, the SIF_DestinationId element in SIF_Header is equal to the intended responder’s agent name.

3. The district agent receives the request and retrieves the most current  TestAcccommodation record available as of the date the request is received for the specified test administration for each student identified as participating 

4. When district personnel choose, the district agent responds to the requestor by sending all TestAcommodation records retrieved.  

5. If a student does not have any accommodations specified for the specific test / subject area / type / level / date, no TestAccommodation record will be returned  

6. Records may be transmitted in one or more messages but will be clearly identified as belonging to a single response
7. The state / test vendor system agent receives the SIF_Response messages with the matching object data from each LEA agent (see ZIS use cases).

8. This use case ends.

	Variations
	

	Exceptions
	3a. No SIF_Response message is received (i.e. timeout)

3b. The SIF_Response message contains the SIF_Error element (i.e. an error occurred)

3c. No object(s) exist that match the query conditions specified (i.e. ObjectData is empty)

	SIF System Services
	ZIS, State / Test Vendor Data Collection System Agent, Local LEA Agents

	Open Issues
	


9.2 Request / Respond TestAccommodation for a Specific Student Being Assigned to a Course-Related Test

	Test Case #2 for Use Case # 2 Test Accommodation Request / Respond
	Test Case Title: Request / Respond TestAccommodation for a Specific Student Being Assigned to a Course-Related Test

Request to District ZIS, Response from District ZIS

Test Case History: 5/05/06 drafted by TE



	Test Case Type (Mandatory or Optional)
	Optional

	SIF Versions and References
	SIF Implementation Specification 2.0

	Summary
	A teacher wishes to check TestAccommodation information for a particular student prior to assigning that student to take a course-related test.  The test administration system agent sends a request for TestAccommodation to the district ZIS for a particular student for a particular high-stakes test or for a particular subject area.  The designated  LEA agent responds with one or more instances of the TestAccommodation object that match the query conditions specified. 

	Actors
	Primary (requestor): Test Administration System Agent

Secondary (responder): Designated LEA Agent

	Preconditions
	1. The test administration agent and the designated TestAccommodation provider are registered with the LEA ZIS.  

2. The test administration agent is authorized to request TestAcommodation data, and the designated TestAccommodation provider agent is authorized to respond to these requests 

3. The test administration  agent provides unique student identification information as well as a subject area or a high stakes test name and description

	Outcomes
	The test administration system agent receives the TestAccommodation information, presents it to the teacher for further action, and processes and stores the data as needed.

	Action Steps
	4. This test case begins when a test administration system needs to obtain TestAccommodation information for an individual students
5. The test administration system agent sends a SIF_Request with an object name of “TestAccommodation ” and the appropriate query conditions to the district ZIS (see ZIS use cases).  In each request message, the SIF_DestinationId element in SIF_Header is equal to the intended responder’s agent name.

6. The district’s designated TestAccommodation provider agent receives the request and retrieves the most current  instances of the TestAcccommodation information available for the specified student and subject area / high-stakes test
7. The district’sdesignated TestAccommodation agent responds to the requestor by sending all TestAcommodation records generated / retrieved.  

8. If a student does not have any accommodations specified for the specific subject area or high-stakes test, no TestAccommodation record will be returned  

9. Records may be transmitted in one or more messages but will be clearly identified as belonging to a single response

10. The test administration system agent receives the SIF_Response messages with the matching object data from the ZIS (see ZIS use cases).

11. This use case ends.

	Variations
	

	Exceptions
	3a. No SIF_Response message is received (i.e. timeout)

3b. The SIF_Response message contains the SIF_Error element (i.e. an error occurred)

3c. No object(s) exist that match the query conditions specified (i.e. ObjectData is empty)

	SIF System Services
	ZIS, Test Administration System Agent, Designated LEA TestAccommodation Agent

	Open Issues
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